[The Italian Registry of Vascular Access].
The Vascular Access Study Group of Italian Society of Nephrology has designed a National Register in order to create an archive that collects the data on vascular accesses more detailed than the mere indication of arteriovenous fistula with native vessels, prosthetic fistula and central venous catheter. The obstacles to such a project are represented by the absence of "uniformity" in the name of the arterovenous fistula, the difficulty in increasing the daily work of dialysis centers with another registry and finally by privacy concerns. In order to standardize the vascular accesses name the Study Group proposal is to eliminate any denomination and adopt a code-descriptive system, indicating the seat of the anastomosis (1/3 distal, middle and proximal forearm, arm or lower limb), the limb (if dominant or non-dominant), the vessels involved, the type of anastomosis and the number of interventions that the pt has undergone including the last one. In this way, uniformity and universality are guaranteed. Every aspect scribed will be a cell of a data base and can used to statistical analysis. The study group has set up a software (Gev@) in order to facilitate data storage. The software is based on a form compiled at the end of each surgical procedure. The form will then be archived in digital format thereby generating automatically the data base. The advantage of this system, is represented by the possibility of turning a routine medical procedure, namely the recording of a surgical procedure, in a data base exportable for the creation of the register. As regards the issue of privacy will be obtained the patient's consent to the processing of data and the register will be stored and managed according to the regulations in terms of privacy. In the coming months, after a time of testing, the software will be available to each italian dialisys center.